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532 THE SCHOOL REVIEW 

Gehrs, J. H. Productive Agriculture. Chicago: Macmillan, 1017. 

Pp. 436. $1.00. 

The purpose of this book is to meet the need and the demand for a text 
that will standardize seventh- and eighth-grade agriculture. Little or no 
attention is given to such topics as origin, history, and the importance of farm 
crops and animals. Topics relating to productive agriculture and not topics 
about agriculture are given chief consideration. Such topics as how to produce 
larger yields, use of more prolific varieties, the use of high-grade or pure-bred 
stock, how to feed well and economically, how to combat enemies, and how to 
choose, plan, and manage a farm are the topics with which the work deals. 

Specifically speaking, the book contains a section of from four to eight 
chapters in length on each of the following big topics: "Farm Crops," "Animal 
Husbandry," "Soils," "Horticulture," and "Farm Management." There 
is also a brief bibliography of material relating to each of these large topics. 
The laboratory exercises at the end of each chapter are very practical and 
can be done with a minimum amount of schoolroom equipment, the farm 
itself furnishing the requisite laboratory. Anyone interested in texts in agri- 
culture adapted to grades seven and eight or to the junior high school will 
be well paid for the time and effort required to give this book a careful consid- 
eration. 



Ashley, R. L. The New Civics: A Textbook for Secondary Schools. 
Chicago: Macmillan, 1017. Pp. 420. $1.25. 

The contents of this book justify its name — The New Civics. Part I is 
devoted to the topic, "The Citizen and Society," and contains chapters on 
citizenship, the education of the citizen, the American nation, civic organiza- 
tion, and the American home and family. Part II deals with "Government 
and the Citizen" and is made up of a chapter on each of the following topics: 
suffrage and elections, other means of popular control, civil liberty and public 
welfare, public finance, city government, state and country government, the 
national constitution, and the national government. Six chapters on the 
general topic, "Some Public Activities," compose the third and last part of 
the book. Public health and welfare, labor and industry, commerce, other 
business activities, territories and public land, and foreign relations are the 
subjects considered in this part. The appendix, among other things, contains 
an outline of a course on civic problems. Since this is the outline of a course 
Mr. Ashley actually gives, it is of more value than a purely theoretical one. 

From the standpoint of teaching aids the book has much to commend it. 
At the end of each chapter there is a list of general references on the material 
considered in the chapter, a series of topics for special consideration with 
exact references on each, a group of studies which contain material for brief 
daily reports, and, finally, a number of questions based, for the most part, 
on the text. Besides the foregoing aids the book contains some sixty-four 



